Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2018

1. Meeting called to order at 9:35 am by S. Vaupel.
2. S. Vaupel introduced the 2018-2019 officers and committee chairs:
Co-Presidents, Julia Schenke and Suzanne Vaupel; Past President, Stacy Fox (absent);
Treasurer, Jen Harst (absent); Secretary/Communications, Renu Zaretsky; Fundraising:
Sonalee Doshi, Erika Solomon (absent) and Hannan Alsahlani (absent); Website, Evan
Leung (absent); SpiritWear, Jen Wroldsen; Teacher Thanksgiving Pies, Ban Kizy (absent);
Hospitality and Teacher Appreciation, Heidi Janczyk; Make a Difference Day, Geula Rapp;
Grades 5,6,7 Year-End Party, Christine Pitcole (absent) and Liz Martel (absent); 8th Grade
Party, Lisa Efros; Clinic, Stephanie Spinale (absent); Forensics, Sue Brodsky (absent);
Welcome Back Event/Ice Cream Social, Ban Kizzy and Christine Pitcole; Beautification and
Green School, Lauren Eaton and Shelley Lanesky (absent)
3. Clinic: J. Schenke shared on behalf of S. Spinale that the school’s clinic is in need of
volunteers. It is the best way to support the school. Stephanie has a number of slots still
available for the 2018-2019 school year. Please contact her at 248-207-2571 or
stephspinale4201@outlook.com. (Volunteers in the health clinic are not allowed to dispense
any medication, only ice bags, band aids & TLC.)
4. Guest Speaker: Kathy Janelle, BHMS Middle Years Programme Coordinator and Teacher
Leader. Ms. Janelle shared that the school is focusing on involving the community at large
in supporting curriculum delivery. She invited people to contact the school if they are in
interested in or know of another who has expertise or experience—whether an adult or a
BHMS alumnus—who could talk with students during a given class. A sign up sheet was
available at the PTO meeting and will be available at conferences.
5. On October 3, during the next evening PTO meeting at 7:00 pm, Ms. Janelle will discuss
the Middle Years Program and International Baccalaureate and Advanced Placement
tracks at the high school. Principal English explained to those present that the BHMS
grading system is embedding MYP reporting into its traditional grading system. More will
be discussed and questions can be fully explored at the October PTO meeting.
6. Ice Cream Social update. L. Najor shared that more volunteers are needed, especially to
monitor the inflatables. A sign up sheet is available at the meeting as well as online.
7.

Board of Education Candidates. There are six candidates running for four positions,
voters will decide using the November ballot. They are Howard Baron (running for
reelection); Paul Kolin (running for reelection); Jason Paulateer (appointed last year to
replace retiring Ingrid Day, running for election); Lisa Efros (BHMS and BHHS parent); Anjali
Prasad (BHMS parent); Jennifer Cook (veterinarian). There will be two candidate forums to
attend and learn more from the candidates themselves. The first is on September 28 at
6:00p at the Muslim Unity Center. The second is on October 9 at 7:00p at the Doyle Center
convened by the League of Women Voters.
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8. Make a Difference Day, October 27. G. Rapp gave a brief update on the community-wide
effort to support FOCUS Detroit. Students will collect non-perishable food items for
weekend meals for families in need. Items include single-serve sizes of oatmeal, mac’n
cheese, cereal, fruit or fruit snacks — all nut free. On the day of service students will sort
and bag the food for families, assembly line style. Monetary donations will also be
accepted. More details will be available soon. Principal English added that the activity is a
good way to build service as a habit among students, which helps them meet Service as
Action requirements in upper grades.
9. Spirit Wear. J. Wroldsen showed attendees the display items of BHMS spirit wear, noting
that there will be a similar display at the Ice Cream Social. Sales are low and ideally more
parents and caregivers will buy merchandise before the deadline of 11:59pm on September
18. There may be additional online sales toward the holidays or spring; it’s first important to
see how demand for the products develops. S. Doshi offered that a pitch could be made to
get spirit wear before Make a Difference Day or other events.
10. Beautification Committee update. L. Eaton shared that she’s working with a master
gardener S. Lanesky to plan out how to improve the school’s court yard. She’s working
with other parents and teachers to work on displaying student-driven inspirational
messages throughout the school’s bathrooms or other areas. Principal English noted that
Mr. Flevaris and Mr. Fitzgerald could be looped in to secure help from student leaders. She
encouraged other families to support the committee through donations of money or time.
11. Budget review and vote. S. Vaupel reviewed changes to the budget that was approved in
May. S. Doshi made a motion to approve the budget as amended. G. Rapp seconded. The
motion carried by a unanimous show of hands of voting members.
12. Principal’s Report. Principal English noted that students were receiving iPads and Chrome
Books depending on grade. Additional iPads will soon be available for every fifth grader to
use in class. He noted that the Clubs schedule will be available soon and shared with
parents and caregivers before students. He stated that clubs are based on enrollment and
every effort is made to accommodate student demand. Should anybody want to run a club,
they could either volunteer or seek a paid opportunity through EduStaff. He thanked the
PTO for its continued efforts to support the school, students, and staff, including that of the
Beautification Committee. Its work has the BHMS staff thinking about how to spruce up the
school in the short term, acknowledging that a longer-term updating of the school is in
order.
13. Other business:
“Angst” Screening. R. Zaretsky offered a synopsis of the film: A documentary that
explores anxiety through the eyes and voices of students and their families. The school is
working on hosting a screening and panel discussion of the movie for parents and
students.
Blood Drive on September 28. J. Cook shared news of the event at West Hills Middle
School. She’s sent a flyer to Mr. English.
Bloomfield Hills Schools Foundation. A. Veneroni shared that the Foundation offers
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grants twice a year, and the Beautification Committee might consider applying. R. Zaretsky
also noted that the Foundation is a great way to make gifts in honor of teachers or teaching
teams during the holidays or for the end of the year.
Communication. S. Vaupel encouraged all to continue to read the Lancer Update, visit the
PTO facebook page, get updates via Remind, and stay involved. The PTO wants to be
responsive to the needs of families and students, and it can do so when parents and
caregivers attend meetings and bring friends!
14. Meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm by S. Vaupel.

